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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 123783 
ORIGIN OPIC-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 /024 R 

DRAFTED BY OPIC/F JSMOORMAN 
APPROVED BY EB/IFD/ OIA:RJSMITH 
EB/IFD/OIA :DHSTEBBING 
ARA/CEN : GGUERRA (INFO) 

281924Z 111418/42 

R 280004Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL BELIZE 

UNCLAS STATE 123783 

FROM OPIC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR OPIC FINANCING OF SAW MILL 

1 . OPIC HAS APPLICATION FOR A $125,000 LOAN TO SEVEN 
HILLS DEVELOPMENT OWNED IN PART BY FORREST FINLEY, A U.S. 

CITIZEN. THE CORPORATION OWNS 6,650 ACRES IN THE TOLEDO 
DISTRICT NEAR PUNTA GORDA AND HAS FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS 
OPERATED A SAW MILL THERE WITH A BARGE TO TRANSPORT THE 
LUMBER. FINLEY CLAIMS TO BE CUTTING MOSTLY SECONDARY 
HARDWOODS FOR LOCAL USE AND WOULD LIKE TO EXPAND HIS 
OPERATION. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE CONSULATE VIEWS AND COMMENTS. 

- IS FINLEY KNOWN TO THE CONSULATE, IF SO, WHAT IS 
HIS REPUTATION? 
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- WOULD SUCH AN OPERATION HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT? 

- WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE COMMERCIAL PROSPECTS OF 
SUCH A VENTURE? 

- WHAT DEVELOPMENTAL EFFECTS WOULD YOU FORESEE? 
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3. OPIC APPRECIATES CONSULATE ASSISTANCE. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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